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The term “feminist” may conjur up different things to different people, but in its purest form, it simply refers to those who advocate for women’s rights on the basis of the equality of the sexes. Feminists believe that women are strong, smart, capable, and confident; that we can be whatever we choose to be. Feminists expect equal opportunity, equal pay, and freedom from the oppression and objectification of their bodies. So far, so good.

Typically, feminists also demand “reproductive rights.” Yet, even if women have the right to control their own reproduction, this is where the rhetoric goes off course. Once a woman has “reproduced,” an independent person has been created who is no longer part of her body, but simply resides within it.  The false “right” to abort that child is, pure and simple, extinguishing this life.
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The early feminists would agree. While they fought for many things, they did not fight for abortion. In fact, many of the early suffragists are quoted as condemning abortion and considered it an offense against women and their children. Alice Paul, for example, said that abortion was “the ultimate exploitation of women.” Victoria Woodhull, the first female candidate for president, Susan B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton followed suit. Stanton stated that abortion was used to oppress women, not lift them up. (lifenews) 
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Abortion is not the decision of the strong, but the weak. It does not relay confidence, but fear. It communicates that a women cannot be all that she aspires to be if saddled with an unwanted child. This does not show resilience, but selfishness. This should be the antithesis of what a woman should be. The truth is, sometimes we’re weak; sometimes we’re scared. This need not be a feminine condition, but a human one. And it should never exhibit itself at the expense of another. I myself ranked among the scores of women faced with an unplanned pregnancy. Like so many who choose life, my daughter is the best thing in mine, not a problem to eliminate or a political bargaining chip.

Modern feminists may claim that abortion is empowering, but at what cost? Why should someone sacrifice their life for another’s empowerment? Women are gifted, uniquely positioned to nurture life. Denying this aspect of ourselves relegates us to ruthlessness, not compassion, and shifts us into an arena of “maleness” that does not celebrate our inherent femininity. We have fought too hard to be equal to men. This should not translate to being the same as men. Women who brag about their abortion or say they have no regrets, such as Christina Wyman (lifenews), strike me as someone who doth protest too much, mistaking the absence of emotion or compassion as a strength, and falsely believing that this elevates them to a level (male) playing field.
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In today’s news, what woman is more empowered than Amy Coney Barrett, the quintessential antithesis to the notion that a woman needs to end a life in order to succeed. With seven children, one with special needs, and a successful high-profile career, she should be the poster child for feminism. Celebrated, not shunned. But it all comes down to abortion and the threat Barrett poses to it. The modern feminist would rather emulate Stevie Nicks, who stated, “There’s just no way that I could have had children then, working as hard as we worked constantly. And I knew that the music we were going to bring to the world was going to heal so many people’s hearts and make people so happy.” (NRL News) Whew, I’m glad she had her priorities straight! Nicks went on to have more abortions, but not without regret. Just listen to her song, “Sara.” 

In global news, sex-selective abortion continues to be a well-documented problem in countries around the world, resulting in highly skewed sex ratios (NRL News).  In India, for example, as many as 6.8 million girls could be missing from the population by 2030, according to new research (lifenews). Sex-selective abortions literally diminish the very population that feminists want to celebrate. So, why are feminists silent? Oh wait, they’re not. Planned Parenthood and other abortion groups fight against bans on sex-selective abortions. To quote one Planned Parenthood leader, “EVERY reason to have an abortion is a valid reason” (lifenews). Honestly, pro-life women are looking more and more like the true feminists.

Partnering with You for Life,

Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR

