Dear Friends,








March 6, 2020

As spring approaches (yay), it is my pleasure to introduce myself as the new “Maryann” in the MRL-WR Office.  My name is Linda Verhulst.  Raised in a Christian home, I have always been adamantly pro-life.  Married into the Verhulst family, I have been quite actively pro-life for the past few years!  Please allow me a few minutes to share my heart on this crucial issue of life.

Every human life, from womb to tomb, from royal to ragged, is an image-bearer of God. Every human life possesses inherent dignity. Every human life has value. Every human life is cherished by its Creator. Every human life should have the opportunity to exercise free will in pursuit of a Savior. Every human life should be protected from hands that bring harm.  Every. Human. Life. 

It is an inconvenient and universal truth that abortion is murder.  The lie that an unborn child is not, or at best not fully, human is insidious because it grants an expectant mother the perceived luxury of denial. The termination of a child’s life outside the womb would be abhorrent to all but the most die-hard evil soul, and we would be hard-pressed not to recoil at the offender.  But can we rightly judge one who has experienced an abortion when the vast majority and indeed our culture at large is being duped?  

The deception of the abortion lie has broader implications for morality as a whole.  Any culture that does not value life is doomed, for if this sanctity is diminished, what is left to hold sacred? What could hold precedence over life?  It follows, then, that our bodies, our sexuality, our honesty, our integrity, our words, our respect for others, would all be subject to individual interpretation, void of a moral compass.  What would drive us as a nation, a people, a community?  The watering down or elimination of truth does not create the freedom of choice, but rather the burden of it, leaving us rudderless on the wild waves of the sea with no clear direction and headed for destruction.  Compassion must prevail in a culture misguided by the pursuit of self, but not at the expense of absolute truth.

Partnering with you for life,

Linda (
