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Hypocrisy.  We are all guilty of it to some degree, but sometimes in can smack you in the face with its lack of logic or self-awareness.  Harvard Law professor Elizabeth Bartholet, quoted in The Radiance Foundation, wants homeschooling to be banned, stating, “This homeschooling regime poses real dangers to children and society.” Then there’s the celebrity couple who was applauded for actively supporting the decision of their 12-year-old son to become a girl. Gabrielle Union claims it is, “odd to get any kind of recognition for doing what you are supposed to do, which is love and accept and embrace your kids.” She further states, “so many people truly feel like their kids are disposable.” (LifeSite News) She’s right, of course, and as an outspoken supporter of Planned Parenthood, she’s one of them. And the liberal agenda continues as a certain presidential candidate is slamming climate change as harmful for our children, but not only advocates, but encourages killing babies in the womb. (LifeNews) It is sheer hubris to believe we have the right to weigh in on what our Creator has ordained.

These may be relatively new social trends in our “don’t tell me what to do or how to live” culture, but the animal rights/human rights disconnect has been around awhile. Now, I love animals.  If I had my way, I would have a petting zoo in my back yard. What confuses me are the animal rights activists who fight against cruelty to animals (and rightly so), yet champion a women’s “right” to abort her child. For example, while abortion is essentially legal on demand in England, authorities in rural Southwest England were on the lookout for youths who caused the deaths of a “heavily” pregnant cow and her calf (NRLNewsToday). How nice that innocent, helpless animals can rely on humans for their well-being.

These inconsistencies are self-serving, of course, not just for self-promotion or self-preservation, but because consistency can be difficult.  Living with integrity is an ongoing challenge.  Self-proclaimed convictions are much easier to practice in theory than action. Professing pro-life beliefs can be easy, for example, until we’re called to stop supporting that favorite store or convenient business that contributes to Planned Parenthood. Sometimes we may hesitate to shine light on our beliefs because the dark lacks accountability. It is in the shadows that we can compromise.  

So what does this mean, then, for those of us who hold the sanctity of life so dearly? I have found that what my heart truly believes, my speech will support.  My words, then, compel my actions to follow suit.  As I act in accordance with my convictions, this paves the way for deeds of increasing influence.  A pro-life vote, for example, can lead to prayer for the unborn, which can lead to a pro-life contribution. This investment can embolden us to display a pro-life bumper sticker or wear a pro-life pin.  These simple acts could motivate us to participate in a pro-life demonstration, lobby, or volunteer.

In so doing, the cycle will continue, for our actions will encourage dialogue, which will strengthen our resolve, which will produce more action…. So, it’s not always the giant leaps that generate success, but the small, consistent, faithful steps that will complete the journey. On behalf of the Missouri Right to Life-Western Region, thank you all for being on this path with us!
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Partnering with you for Life! 




                           Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR
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