Dear Guardian Angels,









May 2020

May brings Mother’s Day, and, for me, the birthday of my only child.  As a proud mother of an intelligent and beautiful daughter, I feel blessed and grateful that no one can take away my motherhood (and that my own amazing mother valued life!). In this country, I have the privilege of choosing the honor of motherhood, regardless of desired family size, disability, demographics, even marital status.  That’s the good news.

Unfortunately, the American culture also worships at the twin altars of freedom of choice and freedom of expression, which has led to millions of deaths.  Conversely, it has been China’s historical lack of choice, as seen in their notorious one-child policy, that has restricted life.  The “everything in moderation” mantra has it right when one considers that both too much choice and too little can have tragic results.

Choice can represent license or restriction, entitlement or boundaries.  A simple shift of perspective can radically alter one’s view.  That is why we stand for life, not against choice, for the term “pro-choice” in another part of the world could indeed be something worth fighting for. Our methods are not demagoguery or despotism, but a focus on truth that demands protection and equal human rights for all.  That brings to mind a quote by George Orwell, “The further a society drifts from the truth, the more it will hate those that speak it.”

Presently, married couples in China are allowed 2 children.  Exceptions are made for blended families and families of children with disabilities who cannot contribute to the work force.  Single women and those wanting large families are forced to abort or risk having children illegally (lifenews, 2020).  So, what’s happening elsewhere around the world? Is the sanctity of life under similar attack? It is probably no surprise that the legal spectrum is quite broad.

There are currently 26 countries where all abortions are illegal, including those that result from rape or incest. These include El Salvador, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic. In 37 countries, abortion is illegal unless it saves the life of the mother; in others, it is illegal unless used to save the mother’s life or preserve her health.  Those countries that outlaw abortion except to save the mother’s life (and often in cases of rape or incest) are predominately in Central/South America, Africa, and the Middle East.  Notable exceptions include Finland, Leichtenstein, Poland, Taiwan, Japan, and New Zealand. Logically, that means abortion on demand (with varying timeframes, generally up to 12 –22 weeks) is common in North America, Europe, Asia, and Australia.  Some notable exceptions being Ghana, Tunisia, South Africa, and Uruguay. (World Population Review, 2020)

A little more close to home, Mexico’s laws vary, allowing abortion up to 12 weeks in major cities such as Mexico City, but still convicting women for having an abortions in more conservative areas. (The Guardian, 2019) In Canada, abortion is available on demand at all stages of pregnancy, and paid for by national healthcare services if performed in a hospital. (Blech!) Russia performs the most abortions on an annual basis, and are available up to 22 weeks. (World Population Review, 2020) The United Kingdom allows the abortion of Down Syndrome babies up to birth, but Poland, which currently allows abortion in limited circumstances, such as a suspected anomaly, is presently discussing legislation that would ban even this practice. Three-Fourths (75%) of Poles believe abortion is “always wrong and can never by justified.”   (NRLNews, 2020) 

There, I thought I would end on a positive. (  Happy belated Mother’s Day, and thank you to all who support mothers!

Partnering with you for life,

Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR

Choose Abortion and you can prepare a perfect dinner

with a salad that hasn’t been picked to death, 

and a cake with no finger traces in the icing.

You will say, “Now, there’s a meal for company!” 

And you’ll eat it alone.

Choose abortion and you can have privacy on the phone…

No dancing around, no pantomimes, no demolition crews. 

Silence…you’ll have it!

Choose abortion and you’ll have no tablecloths stained with spaghetti.

No gates to stumble over at the top of the basement steps. 

No toys under the sofa. No playpens to arrange a room around.

Choose abortion and you can have lipstick with a point on it. 
No baby-sitter on New Year’s Eve.
Washing only once a week. 

Eating a steak that isn’t ground. 

No PTA meetings. No car pools.

Think about it!

No Christmas presents made out of toothpicks and glue. 

No sloppy oatmeal kisses. 

No Tooth Fairy. No giggles in the dark. 

No knees to heal…No responsibility!

Only a voice crying “Why didn’t you let me Grow up?” 

and a heartrache within saying, “I wish I had.”

CHOOSE LIFE SO THAT YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS MAY LIVE







