Dear Pro-Life Partners,








   September 15, 2020

So What’s the Difference?

What is the difference between pro-life and pro-choice?  This may be a question one would ask a child who is just beginning to learn about this issue.  However, underneath the obvious, there are more subtle distinctions.  The terms “Pro-Life” and “Pro-Choice” seem motivated by political aspirations, so let’s strip that away and call it what it is:  Pro-Birth and Pro-Abortion; or, even more simply, Pro-Life and Pro-Death.  
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What lies beneath these terms to motivate these opposing points of view?  I think it all comes down to one’s view of life at its most basic level—its sanctity vs. its quality.  Those who cling to the sanctity of life view it as a gift, a divine creation, an image of God.  Those who subscribe to a quality of life model see logic in terminating pregnancies in the event of disabilities such as Down’s Syndrome, blindness, or loss of limb.  In its sincerest form, we can almost understand this misguided sentiment. Some may go a step further by claiming a life not worth living if the child would be born into poverty or abuse.  Yet testimony after testimony reveal lives of abundant joy even in the direst of circumstances.  My biggest suspicion with the “quality of life” crowd, however, is its dubious distinction.  Does the concern really lie with the quality of the baby’s life or does it come down to the quality of the mother’s? The latter, I suspect. 

Daily Show co-creator Lizz Winstead speaks out about her career and her organization, Abortion Access Front, which “works to protect women’s reproductive rights.” Winstead argues that an unborn baby or “potential life” didn’t have the same value as “actual life.” According to her, an unborn baby’s value depends on whether he or she is wanted. “You get to decide the value of your own pregnancy,” Winstead claims. “If the pregnancy that you have is a pregnancy that is unintended and not a pregnancy that you intend on carrying, then there is no mother; there is no baby.” But “if you are pregnant and you’re excited and you want to have a kid, you can put all the value on that pregnancy you want for yourself.”  (NRL News Today) This is the epitome of self-centered delusion, which, unfortunately, is insidiously becoming the norm of “rational” or “woke” thought.
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There is another aspect that separates the two mindsets of pro-life and pro-choice: The source and consistency of the belief—the standard on which this belief rests. For the pro-life advocate, the standard is based on Truth, Divinity, and Conviction.  This standard is consistent; it does not change.  For the pro-abortion advocate, the standard is based on Opinion, Humanity, and Convenience. This standard is a moving target, ever-changing like the wind and tide, since it is the individual who determines the need for life or death.  No institution could survive with this type of model. It is a recipe for chaos and confusion. 

Using the quality of life model for happiness is, let’s be honest, easier and more attractive.  We subscribe to it every day in our own lives.  But striving for a quality life is one thing; pushing your definition of quality and worth onto someone else is unfair and arrogant.  Happiness can be easy; holiness can be hard work.  This is one reason why our youth are increasingly at risk—the way of choice is becoming more difficult to resist.  As our youth enter the world of entitlement, immediate gratification, and sexual activity, we need to continue to educate them on the reality of choices that come with a high price tag.  Quality is fleeting, but sanctity endures.  The sanctity of life starts with their own and the preciousness of their own bodies. Sanctity longs for chastity, respect, and discipline, for oneself and others, born and unborn. 

Partnering with you for Life!

Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR

