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Perhaps you were there. Under the beautiful dome at our state capital as hundreds of proud pro-lifers gathered together en masse to celebrate life. (I was the one wearing red.) Around the dome are several inscriptions, all profound in their own right: "Righteousness Exalteth a Nation;" "Party Honesty is Party Expediency;" "Where There is No Vision, the People Perish," and others. If I were one of the architects, I would have chosen to chisel the words of Jesus, "Stand firm, and you will win life" (Luke 21:19). But today, there were also banners erected to give recognition to those we have come to defend: "Choose Life;" "Celebrate Life;" "Cherish Life." Pro-Life organizations such as 40 Days for Life, Coalition for Life, Pregnancy Center of Southern Missouri, Students for Life, and The Vitae Research Institute lined the walls in solidarity.
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On this Wednesday, March 8, we all roamed the capital (legally, of course) to encourage our elected officials to vote pro-life on upcoming legislation. Sometimes it can seem like we are spinning our wheels, but those of us who hold the sanctity of life dear would be remiss in not doing our part. Unfortunately, I have observed an increased hesitancy of individuals and organizations to get involved in the abortion issue because of its "political nature," and it has indeed
become politicized. However, at its heart, it has always been a moral issue. I fear that labeling it "political" has given many an out, a rationale to stay out of the fray.

At noon, a bevy of speakers boldly stood front and center to encourage and motivate us. Here are some highlights.

· Steve Rupp, President of Missouri Right to Life, illustrated how "my truth," so prevalent in our culture, is a poor counterfeit for "THE Truth."

· Susan Klein, Executive Director of Missouri Right to Life, assured us that MRL was our “voice to protect women and unborn babies.” "We will never water down or compromise Constitutional protection," she stated, and went on to say that MRL will never seek to prosecute a mom for having an abortion (up to 75% of which are coerced).
· Vivek Malik, State Treasurer, led the crowd in an "I am Pro-Life" chant.

· Madeleine Castle, Field Representative for Senator Josh Hawley, told us, "You are our modern-day abolitionists" and informed us that Senator Hawley has introduced the Pregnancy Center Security Act, which awards grants to facilities to make upgrades for better protection.

· Jay Ashcroft, Secretary of State, proclaimed, "If we do not protect the right to life, then there can be no liberty or pursuit of happiness." And later, "We are not pro-life because we hate; we are pro-life because we love."

· Dr. John Yeats, Executive Director for the Missouri Baptist Convention, said, "We have a propensity to deny what is painful," meaning that the taking of an innocent life via abortion cannot be acknowledged if one insists on justifying it.

· Vicky Hartzler, former Congresswoman and keynote speaker, declared that we are living under an administration of extremists who would, among other things, omit the right to life and the Source of that life from our constitution. She went on the say there are better alternative to abortion, such as adoption, something near to God’s heart (see Romans 8:15). She recounted the story of adopting her own daughter 23 years ago. The social worker was going over the Missouri statutes on adoption and she was thinking, “I know that because I wrote that!” She ended with a call to change the culture through visibility and promotion and a verse from Ephesians (3:20), “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.”

· Steve Rupp wrapped it up with a challenge to be the gift of life and the gospel to everyone we come in contact with.

It was a good time. Well worth the trip. Next year, don’t miss out!

Partnering with You for Life!
Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR
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