Dear Pro-Life Partners, Let’s Talk About Life! September 15, 2026

“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). Disguised as an intellectual pursuit to promote a social
good, abortion advocates use ignorance in the form of peripheral arguments to distract us from the core truth—each
unborn child is a distinctly unique human being, a person deserving of dignity, respect, and their own set of rights. And
they use our own arguments against us. When we use Scripture, they use Scripture. Or should | say they bastardize it to
virtue signal their way to a pseudo-righteous stance. When science concludes that life begin at conception, they agree,
then pivot to say, “but it isn’t a person.” Yet the waters become murky when asked to define when one becomes said
person and what characteristics are required. When 3,000 pregnancy resource centers across the United States would
demonstrate to any reasonable person that we care about the welfare of women, pro-choice zealots become walking
misnomers. “Choice” has become a euphemism for “abortion,” and any resistance becomes hatred for women. It seems
we don’t care about women if we are unwilling to celebrate their unique “right” to do whatever they want, whenever
they want with a body that actually isn’t theirs. The surprisingly large support for Lindsay Clancy to be acquitted of killing
her three children because her mental health is the primary concern shows how far we’ve come. And it’s chilling.

So how do we communicate the sanctity of life in an increasingly secular culture? Last month, the Western Region
conducted some workshops to discuss just that, with the goal of equipping the participants with tools to speak more
confidently and effectively on pro-life issues. The following is a breakdown of what we discussed.

Let’s begin with some self-evident truths:
e Anunborn baby is a human life. Period. Science is on our side.
e Abortion is not healthcare.
e Children should not have to pay for their parents’ actions.
e Reproductive freedom gives you the right to reproduce, not the right to kill the person that you have reproduced.
e A birth mom is never forced to keep her baby.
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Meet CLARK, our new pro-life mascot and a super example of effective pro-life dialogue. He is Consistent, a Listener,
Approachable, Relatable, and Knowledgeable. We'll give examples throughout this letter on how to be a Clark for life!

We can build a strong foundation with a two-tiered approach:
e Tier One: Lead with Compassion. In today’s culture, a woman’s “rights” and autonomy trumps everything else. If
we affirm her worth and acknowledge her circumstances, she may be more willing to receive the truth about the
worth of her child and available alternatives.

e Tier Two: Appeal to the Conscience. Compassion without truth only serves to enable someone in their error.
Withholding it to avoid confrontation or to spare someone’s feelings will ultimately hurt them.

Even with a strong foundation, it is easy to feel put on the spot. Pro-choice arguments may make sense at face value, may
seem loving or compassionate, may put us on the defensive, or may just be a bullying tactic. A few basic strategies can
help us stay calm, focus on the issue, and avoid making it personal.
e Strategy #1-Break the Ice. Ease in with a friendly greeting or compliment, then ask a general question to gauge
where they fall on the pro-life/pro-choice continuum. Avoid pouncing with a canned spiel.




e Strategy #2-Broken Record. Regardless of what argument you may hear from a pro-choice source, you can always
go back to the core truth: Each baby in the womb is a unique, human life. There is no external circumstance that
justifies the death of the unborn.

e Strategy #3-Pass the Ball. If someone gives you a vague generalization or an “always/never” statement, ask them
to elaborate. Often, there are no facts or data to back up their claim. Continue to ask questions.

e Strategy #4-Build Rapport. Step One: Find Common Ground. Step Two: Ask Questions! Step Three: Listen to Learn,
not to Instruct. Step Four: Once rapport is established, you can begin to calmly and compassionately offer truth
and logic in response to misinformation or misunderstanding. Repeat steps as needed. ©

Addressing Pro-Choice Arguments. Pro-choice arguments can be difficult to address simply because they are constantly
changing in an effort to create smokescreens, blur lines, and obscure facts. It seems that when certain pro-life arguments
become convincing or irrefutable, abortion proponents move the goalposts. Truth, on the other hand, is constant. It can
withstand scrutiny. Standing on truth can help keep us from being sidetracked by peripheral or irrelevant arguments.

These twists and turns of pro-choice rhetoric are nuanced and never-ending. It would be almost impossible to have a
response ready for every objection. Stand your ground, smile, and stick to the facts. Yours may be the most influential
voice for life in your community!

Partnering with You for Life!
Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR



