It Just Makes Sense

With only one weekend remaining, “Booth Season” as | call it, is drawing to a close. Between extreme
heat and blustering wind and rain, it's been a challenging one. If you would like to demonstrate a final
show of support, Missouri Right to Life will have booths at Gladfest (Linden Square, Downtown
Gladstone) and Log Cabin Days (Harrisonville City Square) on Friday evening, October 2 and
Saturday, October 3.

For the last couple festivals, | wanted to do something fun to get the timely message across that we
need to bring Missouri back to life. So | created a game to attract passersby to share their opinion on
Amendment 3 (without even knowing it). They could pick a card, roll a die, spin a wheel, or poke a
jenga block. Who wouldn’t want to do that? (Plus, there’s prizes, so there’s that.) Their game of
choice led to answering up to 3 yes/no questions in response to the following:

“Would you want the Missouri Constitution to include...”

#1 - Required health and safety regulations?

#2 - Accountability for physicians?

#3 - Parental consent for minors?

#4 - Medical care for miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy?

#5 - Abortion access for rape, incest, medical emergency, fatal fetal anomoly?

#6 - A ban on transgender treatments for minors.

Let’s dissect these for a minute, starting with #1 and #2. Even if you did not know what the issue
was—to ban or not to ban abortion, why would you not want these things to be in place? It's simply
good policy in any medically-related situation. An absence of regulations and accountability is not
good for anyone—women, children, families. It's only good for the bottom line and an anarchical
agenda. It just makes sense to have these in place.

Those who are not in favor of parental consent for minors (#3) are either not parents or they are
putting too much stock in their child’s ability to make informed and mature decisions at a time when
their frontal lobe, which houses their reasoning capabilities, is not yet fully formed. In my humble
opinion, this is irresponsible parenting (or maybe European parenting, | don’t know). Of course, this
group could also include actual minors, but thankfully they are not able to vote. Minors in Missouri
need written parental permission to get a tattoo or body piercing, so it just makes sense to have a say
in any major decision in your child’s life.

Abortion advocates are so proud of themselves for having secured medical care for miscarriage and
ectopic pregnancy (#4). Well kudos to them for procuring something that already existed. A couple
years ago it seemed that everyone knew the woman (she was everyone’s cousin, | think) who bled
out in a hospital parking lot due to lack of miscarriage care. This may have happened to someone
and that is tragic; however, this was not due to the lack of available medical resources. It goes back
to #2. The doctor, not an abortion ban, was at fault. It just makes sense to have health care for
pregnancy-related emergencies...and we always have.

Agreeing to legalize abortions in the case of traumatic exceptions (#5) is a bit trickier. Most, if not all,
of us cringe at the thought of terminating any life in the womb. We know that each child is a unique
person despite the circumstance of conception or a developmental complication. The general public,
however, is largely in favor of this. It all comes down to the alternative. Our present constitution allows
for a physician to sign off on an abortion after “viability” in the interest of the mother’s “mental health.”
AKA all nine months, any reason. It just makes sense to save as many lives as we can.

Calling for a ban on transgender treatments for minors (#6) takes #3 a step further. Legislators
thought it prudent to save children from their cool, consenting parents and just say, “Nah, we won'’t be
doing that.” Those of us who have been through it know that it was confusing enough to navigate our



own gender, much less masquerade as the opposite one. |t just makes sense because DNA makes
sense.

All of these points are proposed in the new Amendment 3 (coming November 3), which (you guessed
it) JUST MAKES SENSE! Speak up, stand up, and show up so we can Bring Missouri Back to Life!

Partnering with You for Life!

Linda Verhulst, MRL-WR



